
ORIGINAL TALE Ella Enchanted Just Ella 

*(This takes place after the ball.) 

Bella at Midnight 

*(Told from multiple perspectives.) 

Cinderella is close to her mother, 
who dies when she is young. 

Ella is close to her mother, who 
dies when she is young. 

Ella’s mother is not featured in the 
story. 

Bella’s mother dies during childbirth. 

Cinderella is not close to her 
merchant father. 

Cinderella is not close to her greedy 
merchant father. 

Ella has a hard time dealing with her 
merchant father’s death. 

Bella’s knight father orders her to be 
taken away, so her aunt sends her to be 
raised by peasant foster parents. 

Cinderella is naturally beautiful 
and kind. 

Strong-willed Ella is cursed with 
obedience. 

Ella is naturally stubborn, strong-
willed, and beautiful. 

Bella grows up naturally beautiful, 
strong-minded, pious, and kind. 

Her stepmother and two stepsisters 
are beautiful and cruel. They name 
her Cinderella. 

Ella’s stepmother two stepsisters 
are fat and ugly. Hattie is conniving 
and Olive is dumb and 
underappreciated. 

Ella’s stepmother and two stepsisters 
are lazy, ugly, and cruel. 

Bella’s stepmother and two stepsisters 
are beautiful. After tragedy, the kind 
stepsister is left addlebrained and the 
other two become greedy and callous. 

Cinderella is forced to become a 
slave in her own household. 

Ella is forced to become a slave in 
her own household. 

Ella is forced to become a slave in 
her own household. 

When Cinderella returns to her real 
family and a house full of grief, they are 
not kind to her. She slips into kitchen 
work, because she grew up working. 

Cinderella knows a magical bird 
that can grant wishes. 

Ella tries to convince a fairy to take 
the curse off of her so that she can 
take control of her life. 

There is no magic! There is one item of magic, a ring, but the 
big magic is attributed to religious 
miracles. 

Cinderella does not meet the Prince 
before the ball. 

Ella met the Prince at her mother’s 
funeral. They are friends and pen 
pals. 

Ella does not meet the Prince before 
the ball. 

Bella practically grows up with the 
Prince. They become rather close before 
he is sent away to another kingdom and 
she has to go live with her stepfamily. 



The king throws a three-day 
festival to find his son a bride. 

The king throws a three-day festival 
to find his son a bride after Ella 
doesn’t accept his proposal. 

The king throws a ball to find his son 
a bride. 

There is no ball. Instead, Bella learns that 
war is brewing and she takes it upon 
herself to go warn the Prince and save his 
life. 

Cinderella is tricked into thinking 
she can go to the ball, but her 
Stepmother refuses. 

Ella’s stepmother refuses her to go 
to the ball, but she already wants to 
keep her distance in order to 
protect him. 

Ella’s stepmother give her a lot of 
housework in order to keep her from 
going to the ball. 

Bella’s stepmother doesn’t want her to go 
and sully the family name. She locks her 
up, but Bella’s kind stepsister, who she 
cured, releases her. 

Cinderella has a connection to 
nature and animals. 

Ella has a wild, adventurous side, 
but no animal friends. 

Ella doesn’t seem to have a 
connection to nature at all. 

Bella doesn’t have any animal friends, 
but she does grow up around nature. 

Cinderella’s magical bird provides 
her with clothes each night. 

Two fairies help Cinderella tailor 
her mother’s dresses and masks to 
fit her. She has to leave each night 
at midnight before the midnight 
vanishes. 

Cinderella wears her mother’s 
wedding gown. She tricks a local 
worker to make glass slipper for her. 
She does all the hard work herself. 

When Bella runs, she stops at her aunt’s 
house. Her aunt gives her a traveling 
disguise and lady’s clothes to get into the 
foreign palace. 

The Prince is instantly attracted the 
Cinderella. It’s true love. 

The Prince instantly connected to 
Ella, although he doesn’t know her 
true identity. 

The Prince is instantly attracted to 
Cinderella, because is advisors have 
pointed her out as the most beautiful 
girl. 

The Prince hurries to Bella when he sees 
her and they share a kiss. 

Cinderella runs away at the end of 
the night, but her father suspects 
her. 

Cinderella runs away each night so 
that her stepfamily doesn’t know 
she was at the ball. 

Ella runs, because she needs a ride 
home. 

The Prince races off to try to stop the 
war, but Bella gets sudden inspiration. 
She is involved in a miracle that ends the 
war forever. 

Cinderella leaves behind a golden 
slipper. 

On the third night, her mask is 
pulled off. She leaves behind a glass 
slipper when she runs. 

She leaves behind a glass slipper. However, she is gone when the Prince 
goes to find her. He thinks she’s dead. 



The Prince goes to her house the 
next day to find her. 

The Prince goes to her house the 
next day to find her. 

During his search for the mysterious 
maiden, he shows up at Ella’s house. 

He goes to return her things to her 
stepfamily. 

The stepsisters mutilate their 
bodies in order to trick him. 

The stepmother and stepsisters 
intend to use Ella’s connections for 
themselves. 

The stepfamily is confused when 
they learn the truth, but there is no 
denying it. 

Bella’s kind stepsister, with the help of a 
magical ring, reunites the two lovers. 

Cinderella’s father finally brings 
her forward and the shoe fits. 

It’s obvious the shoe will fit, 
because the Prince knows it was 
Ella at the ball. 

Ella steps up to claim her own shoe. The Prince knights Bella and takes he to 
the castle to heal from her battle wounds. 

He immediately whisks her away to 
marry her. 

Ella has to break her own curse 
before she can have her happily 
ever after with the Prince.  

She is whisked away to the palace to 
become a Princess, but the rest of the 
story explains how she doesn’t really 
love the Prince and she tries to 
escape. 

He proposes to Bella after asking for her 
foster father’s permission. 

Her stepsister’s eyes are pecked out 
by birds as punishment. 

Ella’s stepfamily gains some fame 
from their royal connections, but 
they are not invited to the palace. 

Ella leaves them behind at first, but 
they do eventually gain from their 
connections. 

Bella takes her kind stepsister and her 
foster family with her. Her other family is 
left in ruin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORIGINAL TALE Ever After Disney’s Cinderella Confessions of an Ugly 
Stepsister (TV movie) 

*(Told from a stepsister’s 
perspective.) 

Cinderella is close to her mother, 
who dies when she is young. 

Danielle’s mother is not featured 
in the story. 

Cinderella’s mother is not 
featured in the story. 

Clara is close to her mother, who dies 
when she is young. 

Cinderella is not close to her 
merchant father. 

Danielle is very close to her 
father and is devastated when he 
dies. 

Cinderella’s father loves her and 
remarries so that she can have a 
mother figure. 

Clara is close to her merchant father, 
who spoils her. She is devastated when 
her father becomes ill. He remarries 
because he is bewitched by her 
stepmother. 

Cinderella is naturally beautiful 
and kind. 

Danielle is naturally beautiful, 
stubborn, hardworking, and 
kind. 

Cinderella is naturally beautiful 
and kind. 

Clara is naturally beautiful, but she is 
spoiled and skittish. 

Her stepmother and two stepsisters 
are beautiful and cruel. They name 
her Cinderella. 

Her stepmother and two 
stepsisters are beautiful and 
cruel, although one stepsister 
does seem slightly more kind 
and underappreciated. 

Cinderella’s stepmother is 
beautiful; her stepsisters are not. 
They turn cruel after her father 
dies. They name her Cinderella. 

Her stepmother is beautiful and selfish. 
Her two stepsisters are ugly. Iris is 
smart and artistic. Her sister is mentally 
handicapped. All have been touched by 
hardship and do not get along with the 
spoiled Clara at first. 

Cinderella is forced to become a 
slave in her own household. 

After her father’s death, Danielle 
is forced to become a slave in 
her own household. 

Cinderella is forced to become a 
slave in her own household. 

Clara starts doing chores after the 
stepmother plans to get the Prince to 
marry Iris. She names herself 
Cinderella. 



Cinderella knows a magical bird 
that can grant wishes. 

There is no magic, although 
Lenoardo da Vinci works 
wonders to help Danielle. 

Cinderella’s fairy godmother 
comes to her in her time of need. 

A woman seems to be shadowing Clara. 
She is afraid of being kidnapped. 

Cinderella does not meet the Prince 
before the ball. 

Danielle, pretending to be a 
noblewoman, meets the Prince. 
He is captivated by her brains 
and her heart. He falls in love 
with her. 

Cinderella does not meet the 
Prince before the ball. 

Clara does not meet the Prince before 
the ball. 

The king throws a three-day 
festival to find his son a bride. 

The king throws a ball and tell 
his son to either find his true 
love there, or enter into an 
arranged marriage. 

The king throws a ball to find his 
son a bride. 

The Prince’s godmother throws a ball to 
find him a bride. 

Cinderella is tricked into thinking 
she can go to the ball, but her 
Stepmother refuses. 

Danielle stepmother finds out 
that she has been spending time 
with the Prince, so she tells him 
that she is engaged. 

Cinderella’s stepmother tells her 
that she can go to the ball is she 
finishes her extra chores and finds 
a dress, but her stepmother later 
refuses and her stepsisters rip up 
her mother’s dress. 

Clara refuses to let her stepmother gain 
from her attracting the Prince and 
makes plans to take over Iris’ work. 
Then Iris changes Clara’s mind and 
helps tailor her a dress behind her 
mother’s back. 

Cinderella has a connection to 
nature and animals. 

Danielle is adventurous and 
hardworking, however, she does 
not have any animal friends. 

Cinderella makes friends with the 
birds, mice, and other nearby 
animals. They helped to redesign 
her mother’s dress before it was 
ruined. 

Clara keeps a pet rat in a cage and 
refuses to get rid of him. 

Cinderella’s magical bird provides 
her with clothes each night. 

Danielle wears her mother’s 
dress and glass slippers. 

Cinderella’s fairy godmother 
shows up to give her a dress, glass 
slippers, and transportation. 

Clara’s stepmother destroys her first 
dress. The old woman that Clara feared 
shows up and tells her where to find her 
mother’s old dress and shoes. She 



denies, however, that she is a fairy 
godmother. 

The Prince is instantly attracted the 
Cinderella. It’s true love. 

The Prince is delighted that 
Danielle has shown up, but 
before she can tell him the truth, 
her stepsister spoils it. 

The Prince is instantly attracted 
to Cinderella. It’s true love. 

The Prince is initially attracted to Iris’ 
wit and honesty, but Clara soon wins 
his entire attention. He falls for her 
even before she removes her mask. 

Cinderella runs away at the end of 
the night, but her father suspects 
her. 

The Prince spurns her.  Cinderella runs away at midnight, 
because the magic is going to run 
out.  

She runs when the Prince attention is 
turned. 

Cinderella leaves behind a golden 
slipper. 

Danielle runs, leaving behind a 
slipper. 

She leaves behind a glass slipper. Clara leaves behind a slipper. 

The Prince goes to her house the 
next day to find her. 

The Prince comes to his senses 
the next day, but Danielle has 
been sold as a servant to another 
man. 

The Prince has the Duke all of the 
maidens try on the glass slipper 
the next day. 

The Prince visits Clara’s house the next 
day to find her. 

The stepsisters mutilate their 
bodies in order to trick him. 

Danielle’s kind hearted 
stepsister helps the Prince find 
her 

Cinderella’s stepmother suspected 
the truth and she locks Cinderella 
in her room. Her daughters both 
try on the slipper, but their feet 
are too big. 

Iris assures the Prince that the slipper 
will not fit her or her sister, but they try 
it on anyway. 

Cinderella’s father finally brings 
her forward and the shoe fits. 

After apologizing, the Prince 
offers Danielle the slipper. 

Cinderella’s animal friends free 
her, but the stepmother drops the 
glass slipper before she can try it 
on. 

Clara finally steps forward. Before she 
tries on the slipper, she makes the 
Prince promise to take care of her whole 
family, including her stepmother. 



He immediately whisks her away to 
marry her. 

She accepts his marriage 
proposal. 

Cinderella shows the Duke the 
other slipper and he takes her to 
the palace to marry the Prince. 

He promises that he will and asks for 
her hand in marriage. 

Her stepsister’s eyes are pecked out 
by birds as punishment. 

Danielle’s cruel stepmother and 
stepsister are forced to spend 
the rest of their lives as servants. 

Cinderella leaves her stepfamily 
behind and forgets them. 

It is a story of growth. Everyone grows 
and everyone benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


